SU                     LYMAN TRUMBULL

they had made up their minds. If four more should join
with the three, impeachment would fail. Welles names as
doubtful to the last Senators Anthony and Sprague, of
Rhode Island, Van Winkle and Willey, of West Virginia,
Frelinghuysen, of New Jersey, Morgan, of New York,
Corbett, of Oregon, Cole, of California, Fowler, of Ten-
nessee, Henderson, of Missouri, and Ross, of Kansas. He
adds, May 14:

The doubtful men do not avow themselves, which, I think, is
favorable to the President, and the impeachers display distrust
and weakness. Still their efforts are unceasing and almost
superhuman. But some of the more considerate journals, such
as the New York Evening Post, Chicago Tribune, etc., rebuke
the violent. The thinking and reflecting portion of the country,
even Republicans, show symptoms of revolt against the con-
spiracy.1

The article in the New York Evening Post of May 14,
two days before the first vote was taken, is a column long.
It can only be summarized here.

So long as the court sat, it says, decency forbade the dis-
cussion of the issue elsewhere. It characterizes the articles of
impeachment in groups and severally, and says Article XI
"reads like a jest, in charging solemn official acts of 1868 as
done in pursuance of an extreme and excited declaration, made
to a crowd, in a political speech almost two years before* . . ."
Impertinent issues were constantly pressed upon the court from
without. The New York Tribune demanded conviction and
removal for breaking the Tenure-of-Office Act, because, it said,
the President was guilty of drunkenness, adultery, treason, and
murder. The investigation is of a sudden changed in its nature
by the advocates of conviction and becomes a matter of poli-
tics, and no longer a judicial concern. Senator Wilson leads off
by violating an absolutely fundamental principle of the life and
law of every free people, i.e., the principle that an accused man
shall have the benefit of a doubt, and be believed innocent until
1 Diary of Gideon Welles, in, 355.e could
